Alvi’s Drift – the people’s winery.

Alvi’s Drift is the largest privately owned wine farm in South Africa which bottles its own wine.
Part of a family run diverse agricultural operation, the farm itself spans some 7000ha and
incorporates several agricultural businesses including a dairy, piggery, chickens and fruit.
Each of these businesses cleverly utilising waste from the others in a no-frills-attached
sustainability-web which works in tandem with the Family’s approach to improving the lives
of people and stewarding the environment to achieve what Alvi affectionately calls “REAL”
sustainability.
Despite its size and international recognition, Alvi’s Drift remains a humble farming
operation: dependant on the land, weather and people for any and every success it has
achieved. Even the origin of the name “Alvi’s Drift” bears testimony to this fact.

Alvi’s Drift takes its name from the humble low-level bridge which was built on the farm in
1928. The original owner of the farm, Albertus Viljoen Van der Merwe (or “Alvi” to his friends)

was instrumental in having the bridge built on the property to provide a safer crossing for the
local community. The officially unnamed bridge is still in common use today and, more than
just connecting the two halves of the farm which spans the river, it connects the communities
on either side who affectionately call the bridge “Alvi’s Drift”. It took nearly 100 years, but
when Alvi heard people referring to “Alvi’s Drift” for the first time, just as he was embarking
on the dream of bringing great quality wines to the people, he knew exactly what he would
call the new winery.
More than just a farmer, winemaker or managing director, Alvi has always had a passion for
improving people's lives. He therefore naturally gravitated to a career in medicine and, after
a successful career working both locally and internationally, Alvi finally moved back to the
farm to realise his dream of making wines that stand shoulder to shoulder with the best in
the world… and doing this in a way that improves lives and brings the wonderful world of
wine within the reach of everyone. To this day, Alvi practices as a registered GP and, in fact,
has built a small consulting room and mini theatre on the estate to help anyone who has
need. But the story of Alvi’s Drift is much more than the story of Alvi.

The Van der Merwe family has been stewarding this land since 1928 and many of the people
working the land have been there for several generations. Alvi’s Mother was instrumental in
starting a pre-school and primary school on the farm and some of the children attending
these schools have gone on to receive bursaries to study locally and abroad. Houses on the
farm are constantly improved and an annual competition for gardens is a highlight on the
farm. Alvi’s Drift proudly supports the blind community in Worcester and works tirelessly to
improve opportunities for all in the greater Worcester region. It remains a core value at Alvi’s
Drift to leave the world a better place for us having interacted with it and to share the
wonders of wine with the world.
At Alvi’s Drift you will not find any frills, fancy restaurants or world-renowned architect’s
buildings; there are no infinity pools overlooking vineyards, celebrity chefs, hotels or spa’s on
Alvi’s Drift. Instead, what you will find, along with 4000 cows, 2000 pigs, a few hundred
thousand chickens and over 400 hectares of vines in the most beautiful valley, are REAL
people working hard to make a REAL difference, utilising innovative farming and winemaking
practices to ensure that the best products can be brought within reach of like-minded people
around the world.

Alvi Bio:
Alvi Van der Merwe oversees the creation of our wines at Alvi’s Drift. A third-generation
winemaker and qualified and practicing medical doctor, Alvi brings a unique perspective
borne of this combination of medical background and indomitable passion to the team. Alvi’s
penchant for innovation and vision to make high-quality wines available to everyone has and
continues to drive Alvi’s Drift’s success internationally.
“Honour heritage, but don’t bow to it in pursuit of excellence”

